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will look back on the work we did. And they
will say with gratitude and pride that we kept
faith with the American dream.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Nomination for a Commissioner at
the Department of Education
September 4, 1993

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate rehabilitation counselor
Bobby Charles Simpson Commissioner of
the Rehabilitation Services Administration at
the Department of Education.

‘‘Bobby Simpson has dedicated his life to
helping people with disabilities, and I am
grateful that he has agreed to lend his com-
mitment and experience to our administra-
tion,’’ the President said.

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks to the Community in
Homestead, Florida
September 6, 1993

Ladies and gentlemen, I have had a great
tour of Florida City and Homestead today,
and we just had a wonderful community
meeting where I heard from a lot of people
who have been through the last year and who
have suffered, but who triumphed.

I want to give you just one message on
this Labor Day. This is a day where we honor
the men and women of our country who work
and keep this country going. What we have
proved is that the Government and the peo-
ple in their own lives can work together as
partners, can labor together to pull this com-
munity together and rebuild this community
and come back. And I want you to know that
I am very proud of the work that all of you
have done. I’m very grateful for the presence
here today of several members of the Florida
congressional delegation, several House
Members and Senator Graham, for your
Lieutenant Governor, for the people here on
the Dade County Commission, and all the

local leadership, but also for the citizens
here.

I ran for President because I really be-
lieved we could make Government work
again. I believed that things could happen
that could change the lives of people. And
I knew that a lot of it would have to be done
by people at the local level, by the State legis-
lators that are here in large numbers, by peo-
ple who have actually lost their homes and
seen things go away here. But I also knew
the National Government had a responsibil-
ity. I asked Henry Cisneros, the Secretary
of Housing and Urban Development, to co-
ordinate our long-term commitment to help-
ing people here deal with the aftermath of
the hurricane. We hired Otis Pitts, who’s
done a terrific job down here as the Deputy
Under Secretary of HUD, to work with all
of you. And I just want to say to all of you,
we are in this for the long run. I heard today
about some things that still need to be done.
And we will not have our work done until
everybody in this part of our country who
wants a job has one, until people are back
in their homes, until these communities are
rebuilt.

One other thing I want to say to you is
that, as you know, huge numbers of people
in the Middle West have been displaced by
what amounted to a 500-year flood on the
Mississippi River. And I want those people
to see you on television tonight. I want them
to read about you in their newspapers tomor-
row. And I want them to believe that you
really can bring an area back if you work to-
gether and stay together and rebuild a sense
of community and give people a chance to
take responsibility for themselves. We’ll be
there with you. I’m glad to be here today,
and I thank you for spending a little time
with your President on Labor Day.

Hillary and I both are delighted to be back.
It was almost exactly a year ago—it was a
year ago this week that I came down here,
and you have done very well. I’m glad we
could be your partners for a year, and we
will be until the job is done.

Thank you very much.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 11:45 a.m. at the
intersection of 17th and Krome. In his remarks,
he referred to Otis Pitts, HUD Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Federal Relief—South Dade Coun-
ty. A tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

Remarks to the Community in Cutler
Ridge, Florida
September 6, 1993

Thank you so much. I want to thank Marty
Urra and my longtime friends, Governor
Chiles and Senator Graham, Secretary Reich
and Secretary Cisneros, who have done such
a fine job coordinating our National Govern-
ment’s response to Hurricane Andrew over
the long run down here. I’d also like to intro-
duce a few people even on this hot day. First
of all, the First Lady’s here; my wife, Hillary,
is down there. There she is. In addition to
Senator Graham, we have four other mem-
bers of your congressional delegation here:
Representative Carrie Meek—five, five—
Representative Peter Deutsch, Representa-
tive Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, Representative
Lincoln Diaz-Balart, and Representative
Alcee Hastings. Let’s get them all up here.

Your Lieutenant Governor Buddy
MacKay’s been with me all day. I think he’s
back in the crowd again. We also have a large
number of State legislators, Dade County
commissioners, and other local leaders here.
Let’s give them all a hand, all the ones that
are over here. All the legislators and commis-
sioners who want to come up, come on up.
You’ve got some—Chelsea’s playing today.
We have legislators and commissioners who
lost their homes in the hurricane; they de-
serve to be up here, I think. Bring Larry
Hawkins up here. He lost his house; he de-
serves to be here. That’s good.

Ladies and gentlemen, one year ago this
week I came here to south Dade County to
see what Hurricane Andrew had wrought. A
year later I come back as President, honored
to see much of the work done that I ran for
President to do, honored to see that people
here are working together to make Govern-
ment work on the real problems of real peo-
ple. I want to thank again Henry Cisneros
for taking the lead in coordinating our re-
sponse. And I want to thank Otis Pitts from

Miami for representing the administration so
well and helping people overcome the impact
of the—[applause]. Thank you.

You know, Dade County has done a lot
for the Clinton administration. I got the EPA
Director, Carol Browner, from Dade Coun-
ty. I got Jeff Watson, who used to work for
the Mayor of Miami. There are a number
of other people, but I guess the most famous
Dade County citizen I now have is Janet
Reno, your Attorney General. I want to tell
you that you can be very proud of the work
that she has done, and all the others. And
you need to know that about three times a
day, when Janet Reno says something that
makes real good sense, she says that she
learned it from the people of Dade County
that she represented for so long.

One of the things that I wanted very much
to do as President was to reestablish a part-
nership among business and labor and Gov-
ernment. I thought we had been divided for
too long. I think in order to rebuild America,
we have got to reunite America. We’ve got
to reach across the barriers of race and region
and income and party, and we’ve got to prove
that we can work together on the things that
we all have to deal with, if we’re going to
make this country what it ought to be.

I am proud of the work that has been done
by the Department of Housing and Urban
Development and the AFL–CIO in creating
a partnership to invest in our communities.
Now, you heard Secretary Cisneros mention
it, but I want to talk a little bit more about
that.

This new partnership between Govern-
ment and labor will make possible the build-
ing of 102 moderate- and low-income hous-
ing units here in Cutler Ridge. And let me
tell you how this is going to work. We’ll also
make it possible for a lot of people to be
trained to learn the jobs of today and tomor-
row, because the Labor Department is going
to give the AFL–CIO some money to sub-
sidize apprenticeship programs at this site so
that we can give skill training and meaningful
jobs to people who live here and need work,
too.

All across the country, the AFL–CIO, sup-
ported by two Government Agencies with
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